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MacInnes, Helen. Rest and Thankful. 
Bown. Aug. 1949. 368p. $3.00. 
Guard remember Mrs. (Mrs. Gilbert Highet), the 
hich author first-rate thriller about anti-Nazi espionage 
which covered great deal ground France and 
Austria that had been familiar with. Above Suspicion 
was excellent chase-and suspense novel; and she fol- 
lowed with one almost good, Assignment Brittany. 
something surprise, therefore, find this latest 
more less tranquil story the open spaces 
name the roster its characters. But eminently 
IIb and there good story mixed with much 
shrewd and witty comment literary politics and politi- 
cal literature. And not-at-all obvious way, 
the United States, with affectionate reference 
particular the Western States. 


Margaret Peel, lady over fifty years, and Sarah Bly 

who only thirty-seven, have lived most the last 
twenty years Europe, with money enough travel 
about they pleased, settling here and there establish 
1949, Young “new” writers. They had both been through 
49. the German occupation France, and published one 
the many underground papers until the Gestapo came too 
close, and then were smuggled out North Africa. But 
1949, they have returned their native United States 
first they tried establish New York the 
kind intimate circle they had done well with 
1949, Paris and Rapallo and elsewhere; but something was 
wrong, they felt; and, realizing that they did not know 
their own country, they decided learn about 
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LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


motoring across the States California, with their faith- 
ful chauffeur, Jackson, (whose real name was Tisza 
Szenchenyi), émigré Hungarian they had found years 
before Paris. 


They have taken wrong turn the Rockies Wyoming, 
get lost bumpy road that seems lead nowhere, and 
before the first chapter has ended have almost been run 
down stampede wild horses, are caught 
thundershower, and brought beautiful ranch house 
situated island made mountain stream, island 
and house being named “Rest and Thankful”. 
time all, Margaret and Sarah have fallen love with 
the house, and Sarah with its owner, rancher Jim Brent, 
and find that will possible buy the house and its 
island, leaving Jim his Flying Tail Ranch. Margaret’s 
idea provide here place peace and quiet where 
unpublished writers can finish their work. And, being 
purposeful, urbane, women, they have soon filled the 
house with assortment people from New York, 
under the aegis literary high-priest Prender Atherton 
Jones. Among them self-centered bore girl named 
Esther Park, who wants write; self-assured beauty 
named Mimi Bassinbrook; shy, diffident girl named 
Carla Brightjoy; school-teacher, Robert O’Farlan; 
ex-sergeant, Earl Grubbock; and left-winger who did 
not war, Karl Koffing. Add these dilettante, 
Dewey Schmetterling; two attractive housemaids; assorted 
wranglers and cowpokes, and include the wise cook, Mrs. 
Gunn, and you have enough people make something 
happen. 


Mrs. lets things happen they occur. Her 
characters seem come alive and move themselves. 


| 
| 


For time, looks though Mimi will win Jim, and 
leave Sally, (she thought Sarah was really too old), 
brokenhearted. And when Esther runs off hide 
order bludgeon the rest into sympathy for her imagi- 
nary woes, she might have been killed. But then, too, 
Karl might have been converted from his blind party-line 
politics, but not; and O’Farlan might have fallen love 
with Carla, but has not. And Earl not too sure, when 
the book ends, that really wants marry Norah, (one 
the serving girls, Mrs. Gunn’s niece). But Jackson does 
become full-fledged cowboy! 


But the meantime, Mrs. has said some very 
sound and sane things about literature and art, about 
literary posing and poseurs, about the advantages 
democracy and the excellences honesty and sincerity 
and liberty. Perhaps she has identified herself with her 
Mrs. Peel, least the extent being bit sensitive 
about being remembered writer thrillers? She 
need not be, surely. For her thrillers were very good, 
indeed; and so, too, is, its own way, Rest and Thank- 
ful. good title, you decide, after finishing page 368, 
wishing there were more. 


University Scranton 
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Bonnet, Theodore. The Doubleday. Aug. 
10, 1949. 305p. $3.00. 

mudlark one who scavenges the mud flats left 
ebb tide. Wheeler, the subject this tale, London 
mudlark who keeps alive precariously picking odd 
bits bone and hardware from the reeking Thames flats. 
too young have graduated into the next brackets 
where drowned bodies are recovered and sold hospitals 
for enormous profit, but has hopes. product 
the East End, Wheeler cared for uncle after the 
death his barmaid mother and left roam the streets 
London will. The detailed account these roam- 
ings equal some the better portions Ainsworth 
and the opening chapter The Hunchback. The boy 
loves the City and the outlying sections and moves from 
one the other kind dream which the visible 
present and the invisible past are inextricably twined. 
Because the author’s undoubted ability associate 
history with buildings and terrain, appears times 
though Wheeler little fly walking industriously but 
aimlessly across magnificent and ancient tapestry. The 
reader frequently becomes more absorbed the tapestry 
than the fly. 


The Mudlark slips past guard Windsor Gate, sidles 
through several courtyards and unexpectedly tumbles 
down coal chute into the very heart the Castle. The 
adventures that Alice met after her tumble into the 
rabbit’s warren were less strange than those Wheeler. 
looks upon Victoria dining, attempts escape, 
captured her and secretly seated upon the 
throne Her Britannic Majesty. The boy picked 
and news the affair leaks through the outside world 
Fenian with bomb, idiot pretender the sceptre 
Victoria, Chartist, and anything else which servants’ 
and soldiers’ minds can conceive. 


Best 


What happens Wheeler the evolution the 
unimportant. After his apprehension 
pardoned, sent school and left his own 
when escapes sea. turns once more selec 
later because overcome with insatiable curiosity 
gate and had fished from the Straits 
What far more important the effect Wheeler 
English politics. Mr. Bonnet would have that the Undoubt 
from the Rothschilds for the purchase the Suez what the 
Stock, the discomfiture Gladstone that occasion 
the crowning Victoria Empress India all 


from the invasion Windsor Wheeler. 
Really, then, there are two stories here, one about 


mudlark Wheeler and the other about England. 
second far the more fascinating. Dickens 
Thackeray and Cruikshank and need never hat 
that Bonnet’s caricatures English society will cast ther 
into the shadow. For the figures the mudlark and fou 
cockney associates seem never come alive. Even 
dialect strange and unintelligible. The poor vicar’s 
his true love the willful daughter par 
Lord. Strachey, the other hand, and Maurois, 
have cause for alarm. Mr. Bonnet has made history Orw 
alive. His central figure, the dazzling Disraeli very 
His speeches, his asides, his reflections, even his cour 
ships all combine give him unbelievable Th: Random 
Queen steps from Tussad-like existence move him 
very human being, and her gillie, the bacchanalia used 
John Brown, becomes one the most fascinating the 
acters the entire chronicle. The scene the 
Commons worthy Macaulay. Like tapestry, Augustin 
tale has conclusion, but whether you are interested Bonavent 
the tapestry the fly that walks upon it, the book 
warmly recommended. ologians, 
William Noé Field, 
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Pegis, Anton The Wisdom Catholicism. 
dom House. July 28, 1949. 984p. $6.00. 


Once more Dr. Anton Pegis under the auspices 
dom House has made available the modern reader 
book truly epic proportions. some 
pages has faced and met the appalling difficulties 
assembling the best Catholic thought. But note, 
Pegis did not select his title some such colorless phras 
“the best Catholic thought” “Anthology 
Catholic thinkers”. The word “wisdom” which 
ployed was not, sure, selected for its brevity 
euphony. For this volume, which consists 
chapters, and not merely sips tastes the wisdom 
Catholicism, more than anthology; more than jus 
“the best”; and certainly more than the 
fulminations original thinkers. Francis Bacon 
said that the enduring objects philosophy are “God 
man, and nature”. the extent right. 
however, which the habit mind whereby all thing 
are properly ordered would further. Its objects 
God, man and his relations God, nature and its relation 
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God. And the true wisdom would diminish one 
object exalt the others. is, then, this framework 
the meaning wisdom that Dr. Pegis has put himself 
select the enduring themes, the constant centers 
interest, the great teachings and ideals, the heroic lives 
and eminent writings outstanding Catholic men and 
women, who are land marks Catholicism history”. 


the future may hold, George Orwell’s 1984 has made 
profound impression its readers. Outlandish his 
description civilization forty years hence may 
has struck upon one notion which may very well 
with almost necessity, and that the utter 
man. This, truth, the real 
what call civilization. what has this 
with “the wisdom Catholicism”. Precisely this, 
that the very essence this wisdom the person man 
and his relations God. The wisdom civilization 
found St. Augustine’s notion “man’s participa- 
tion the building the City God”. Side side the 
two books reveal two unalterably opposed themes: man 
clod earth coming from nowhere, going nowhere 
man participates the plan Divine Wisdom the 
most noble way possible. look forward rationally with 
Orwell backward and sideward glance the 
great sapiential heritage Catholicism today well 
worth our time. 


Random House has been good Dr. Pegis. They gave 
him thousand pages and his everlasting credit 
used them well. The range authors broad enough, 
yet the selections are not the usual anthological tan- 
talizers. There are, for example, sizeable selections from 
Augustine and Aquinas. The entire Itinerarium St. 
Bonaventure and the whole the Consolatione 
Philosophiae Boethius are included. Philosophers, the- 
novelists, poets, mystics, martyrs, 
crowd these pages. Both Dr. Pegis, for having contributed 
afine piece editing, and his publisher, Random House, 
for adding another great book its lifetime library series 
are deserving full praise. 

Thomas McTighe, 

University Scranton 


John. Rage Live. Random House. 


Aug. 16, 590p. $3.75. 


Borrowing his title from pointed passage Alexander 
Pope’s Epistle Lady, John O’Hara his latest novel 
holds mirror life the United States has 
observed it, remembers enough reproduce it, 
“city Central Pennsylvania” that can only Harris- 
burg, were not named “Fort Penn”. one Fort 
Penn will feel particularly flattered this reflection 
their images, nor will any, least the upper-stratum, 
higher-income, society-page people similar commu- 
nities feel easy reading about their fictional counter- 
parts these pages. 


reviewer’s first reaction, especially the first hundred- 
and-fifty pages this novel, one impatience. 


tecalls with distaste the author’s preoccupation with sani- 
tary plumbing, architectural and anatomical, his earlier 
novels, (e.g., Butterfield 8), and wonders why the writer 
has not outgrown now the bad habit; wonders 
not possible that the author has never successfully over- 


O’Hara 


come the prurient curiosities puberty from which rise 
most “writings the walls (to quote Shakes- 
peare, cf. King Lear). Then one recalls that not 
the writer, but the people portraying, that one should 
wonder about. One recalls many evidences ar- 
rested physical and psychological, mental and moral de- 
velopment the citizens one meets fraternal clubs, 
social gatherings, the army, professional life, 
smoking rooms and cocktail bars. the modern Ameri- 
can, male and female, presumably well-educated and 
well-bred, easily tittivated outhouse humor? One 
criticizes the Tyrolean peasant for finding his heartiest 
laughter cod-piece contretemps, forgetting that Phi- 
Beta-Kappas and Rotarians show the same common de- 
nominator. One remembers the Miller’s Tale Chau- 
cer’s Canterbury Pilgrims, Rabelais’ crude humors, neither 
whom, the bye, the Index librorum prohibi- 
torum, and neither the object much fulmination from 
pulpit critics. And not the Morte d’Arthur bur- 
dened with knightly and unladylike indiscretions 
illuminated the search for the Grail? 


Perhaps should give Mr. O’Hara his due, reproduc- 
ing with cruel exactitude, with almost photographic detail, 
the aimless hedonism society grown pagan from Prot- 
estantism weakened materialism and secularism, and 
credit him with sincerity that would satirize, caustically, 
civilization that has sold its birthright for the “mess 
pottage”. One can only regret that Europeans, and that 
strange stripe “American continentals” will welcome 
this portrait they welcomed Babbitt and Main Street, 
Tobacco Road and The Grapes Wrath, accepting 
them authentic confirmations their own prejudicial 
concept Americans are not all either 
idle rich without aesthetic, dispossessed, purposeless 
and perverted paupers. 


Accepting its face value, would wrong mis- 
take the breadth scope this novel. The people who 
are here portrayed are all comfortably housed and fed 
and clothed; they are the “successful” and the “society” 
folk this imaginary state The few who are 
not, are not well drawn and, consequently, not very 
credible. Mr. O’Hara has, perhaps, patience esteem 
knowledge the average middle-class citizens, 
the working people and their families generally. 


the other hand, not all his characters are completely 
worthless. The author’s moral sympathies are unques- 
tionably with Sidney Tate, and with Edgar and Betty 
Martindale, who are three the few people who are 
consistently decent and honorable their approach 
living. Grace Caldwell, the central character, the 
town beauty and daughter one the “first families”. 
She marries Sidney Tate, who has wanted farmer 
and accepted the people Fort Penn, though 
they are slow admit “foreigner” (from New York) 
their confidence. But Grace 
woman, harlot heart, and she recklessly but de- 
liberately deceives her husband affair with hand- 
some and supposedly boorish Irishman, (from the “wrong 
side the tracks”). Sidney finds out about and resents 
dies polio still unforgiving, although 
she feels that she really loves only him. That, supposed- 
ly, her tragedy. But the “tragic quean” not long 
having another and another liaison, clandestine but sus- 
pected the town gossipers. The last, with the young 


ield, 
lege, 


married editor the town newspaper, which she and her 
brother control, breaks out into the open melodramatical- 


ly, and protect her two children she will have leave 
Fort Penn. There are, have mentioned, some fairly 


decent-spirited people the cast characters; but most 


the lot are rakes and nymphomaniacs under their 
sophistication, more properly because it. 


Rage Live will means everyone’s dish 
But accepted under the 


tea. too Hogarthian. 
limitations hinted above, should more than 
bore the adult male reader; though will, probably, 
favorite the lending libraries with those literate ladies 
who like their soap operas flavored with horse-radish and 
tabasco. Yet, even the Nobel committee disagree, 
cannot rate this even approaching great American 
novel”, and am, therefore, more reserved judgment 
than Mr. Fadiman, quoted the dust-jacket. 


Grady, S.J., Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—AUGUST 
SELECTION 


Overstreet, Harry The Mature Mind. Norton. 
Aug. 10. 1949. 295p. $2.95. 


“This book concerns the re-creation and re-enactment 
such vision [of the world] through insight that comes 
chiefly out the psychological and psychiatric sciences 
and centers man’s mental, emotional and social matur- 
ing.” With these words Overstreet has prefaced 
his latest book, The Mature Mind. 


While there some merit this volume which says 
number things infrequently heard the present day 
(for example: “The larger the number children 
home, the more effective the community children 
likely be.” Or, “Our resources have tempted 
one-sided development; overemphasis upon material 
goods.”), the book whole uninspiring and filled 
with many platitudes and displays not few prejudices 
and errors. addition, the author fails reach his 
proposed goal, for there very little the “psychological 
and psychiatric sciences” the book, and most that 
isolated the first chapter. 

Mr. Overstreet proposes criterion maturity, but 
incomplete because utterly neglects man’s supernatural 
destiny. Rather arbitrarily, the author declares that since 
the human being born ignorant, irresponsible, inarticu- 
late, creature diffuse sexuality, self-centered, 
world isolated particulars, that human will judged 
mature according his linkage with knowledge, respon- 
sibility, communication, mature sexuality, empathy, and 
philosophy. But the great incentive develop and prac- 
tice this maturity that would come from supernatural 
religion lacking. Mr. Overstreet writes “We can live 
happily with any religion that grandly 
holds this belief” that “the maturing man 
the central aim Adoration God, repara- 
tion, petition and thanksgiving are not mentioned that 
religion. 


Most the true statements The Mature Mind are 
platitudes and will reveal nothing new the reader. 
That reader will already know, for instance, that the 
home place for growing; that the radio, newspaper, 


Overstreet Sheean 


Best 


advertising and movies have often aided the 
immaturity; that sex-information not enough 
produce correct sex-behavior. 
Mr. Overstreet has marred his book his prejudices 
misinformation. most authoritarian his oppo 
tion “authoritarianism” both Catholic and 
estant religions. those religions, Mr. Overstreet 
sists, the believer “is invited remain immature: 
tally, that forgoes his human right ask, 
individual, certain questions that have tantalized 
minds man ever since became man; and 
ally, that accepts basic spiritual dependence 
his lifelong estate” (p. 120-121). 
“Nowhere the world,” the author states, airing his 
clerical views, “and time history, has the 
man actually ‘made his own mind’. Priests and thed 
ogians have made for And the radio, 
advertising and newspapers “like uncounted priests, den 
agogues, and dictators before them—are simply 
making their own advantage” (p. 227, 228). 


Chapter Twelve, “Toward Religious Maturity”, 
author loses another chance fair. Not only 
condemn St. Augustine for holding that Adam’s 
has some effects Adam’s descendants, but 
takenly insists that Augustine won the 
Pelagius this subject “not decision 
body scientific minds, but chiefly his power 
fluence the synods the Church. played his 
politics effectively that Pelagius was declared 
(p. 261-262). Mr. Overstreet not content with thi 
but adds: “We might almost say that the curse which 
through all subsequent centuries, has rested upon 
came, not from Adam, but from Augustine. 
degree, was Augustine who denied our species 
healthy blessing self-respect” (p. 261). 


For Mr. Overstreet Moses legendary figure, the 


Mr. Overstreet concludes his book writing: 
that the evils our life come not from deep evil 
but from ungrown-up responses life. Our oblige} 
tion, then, grow up. This what our time 
us. This what may yet the saving 
sanguine view will not held many readers 
know that much the unhappiness and unrest 
world due precisely man’s over-reliance himsel 
God may well allow continue suffer until 
finally learn something Mr. Overstreet 
degrading human dignity; namely, turn more 
for our help. 


regrettable that this book with its errors 
trian ideals will, simply because 
Club Selection, find its way into many hands, for 
these defects, can hardly make significant 
the readers’ maturity mind. 


Rev. Charles Trundle, 


University Scranton 
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Sheean, Vincent. Lead, Kindly Light. Random 


House. July 14, 1949. 374p. $3.75. 
living figure has aroused the curiosity 
men much Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, bette 
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known the Mahatma “Great-Souled”. Americans 
especially would like learn just what was the secret 
his personal magnetism and how with army suc- 
ceeded liberating India from its English bondage. Books 
have been written about Gandhi but withal the little 
brown man with the big ears, spectacles and homespun 
cloth has remained enigma Western minds. 


Lead, Kindly Light Vincent Sheean, gifted and ver- 
satile journalist, has tried his experienced pen this task. 
The result not altogether successful because the author 
includes too much his own personal experiences and 
his own shallow philosophizing. life im- 
mensely interesting itself; and when Sheean confines 
himself the Mahatma’s early years home, his legal 
training England, his career barrister and de- 
fender the downtrodden Indians South Africa, his 
triumphal return India and his inspiring leadership 
the Indian masses, his tragic death and the solemn cere- 
mony his burial, the reader comes vivid realization 


Without explanation his religious convictions, one 
cannot appreciate Gandhi. was not merely politician 
many superficial observers have been inclined 
think; his political policies were the logical consequences 
his religious principles. His Hinduism had his own 
personal flavor and Sheean has succeeded clarifying 
some the more fundamental tenets Hindu thought. 
Darshan, Karma, the caste system, yoga, dharma are 
divested much their mystery; whereas idolatry, 
veneration the cow, ritual dieting remain repugnant 
ever. 

Gandhi’s invaluable contribution modern civilization 
was satyagraha which has been popularly translated into 
English civil disobedience non-violence, but, 
Sheean vigorously maintains, something more positive 
than these English terms can express. Satyagraha and 
the Mahatma’s fasts were effective forces which Eng- 
lish army diplomacy could handle. 


These spiritual weapons exerted overpowering influ- 
ence upon Sheean and resulted his conversion from the 
materialism Marx, Freud and Einstein belief 
God which had abandoned his youth. God, ac- 
cording Sheean, “the transcendent and immanent 
field being above and beyond ours but ac- 
cessible under given conditions”. Just what these 
words mean the author does not take the effort ex- 
plain; they not, however, mean personal God. Ap- 
parently then Sheean pantheist the best Hindu 
but one suspects that his pantheism vague 
his general philosophical notions. 


Gandhi was not unacquainted with Christianity. The 
New Testament had read carefully and the Sermon 
the Mount exerted definite influence upon his life. 
The reporter Vincent Sheean wanted learn what 
the Mahatma thought about Christ and the historicity 
the Gospel narrative. Unfortunately, the assassination 
occurred before these questions could answered; but 
Sheean writes that Gandhi’s ideas about Christ were 
probably akin own about him—that is, 
that collaborated with destiny, helped fate shape 
its course and his own, some penetration the truth 
things”. Perhaps Sheean recites often enough Cardi- 


nal Newman’s prayerful hymn which gives the title 
dhi, this book and which was one Gandhi’s favorites, God 


Santee 


will give him the grace penetrate the truth things. 
Then will not make the mistake placing Christ 
the same level with Buddha, Socrates, Mohammed and 
Gandhi. 


Because its philosophical and theological errors, Lead, 
Kindly Light cannot recommended Catholics. This 
indeed unfortunate because the author’s style gracious 
and limpid; and when restricts himself objective 
reporting, one can feel the genius that was 


Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Santee, Ross. The Bubbling Spring. Scribners. Aug. 
1949. 300p. $3.75. 


The adult addict wide-sky-and-sagebrush fiction will 
look far find more readable book than this novelized 
“biography” boy growing manhood, during the 
last twenty years the nineteenth century that part 
the United States that lies between the Mississippi 
and the Rockies, from Texas the Nebraskas. Young 
Nathan Rogers had been “well brought-up” 
widowed mother small town; little happened 
there more eventful their lives than .an occasional 
laconic letter from Uncle Nate, his mother’s roving 
brother. visit from Uncle Nate more than fulfilled 
expectations; was soft spoken, thoughtful, generous, 
and handsome. And when Young Nathan’s mother died, 
when was fourteen, was more than pleased 
along with Uncle Nate into life adventure the open 
spaces. Their first winter, they spent with some Uncle 
Nate’s Indian friends, among the Piegan Blackfeet. And 
then travelled with some the mountain men, shooting 
buffalo for their hides. Like his Uncle, Young Nathan 
was red-headed, and soon was called “Rusty”; from his 
Uncle, who was adept and experienced gambler, Rusty 
learned how spot marked cards, how deck was 
stacked; and learned how throw knife, “quick 
the draw” and ride horses. But Rusty could not 
stomach slaughtering buffalo for their skins, leaving the 
good meat rot; and when the restless youngster saw 
bunch cowboys driving herd north market along 
the Mississippi trail, decided leave his Uncle and 
push out his own. followed the trails driving 
herd, and roped wild cattle the Texas brush-country, 
making friends grew into rangy, quiet, short- 
tempered and good looking cowboy. 


Then, one day, word brought him that his Uncle 
has been shot dead Fancy John, whose girl Uncle Nate 
had taken away from him. Rusty leaves everything 
set out alone hunt down the killer and avenge his 
Uncle’s death. took long time, but found the 
man small frontier-town saloon. Fancy John shot 
him, but Rusty threw his deadly knife straight into the 
villain’s heart. 


was after that that Rusty found the place knew 
wanted settle down mountain meadow, where 
clear spring bubbled and water-cress grew crisp and 
clean the cool waters. And nearby, too, found the 
right girl, the daughter amiable ranching family. 


There not well-organized, compact and complicated 
plot, involving villains and gun-duels 
rescues; the story grows leisurely does its central char- 
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acter. But Mr. Santee writes way that persuasive, 
and you have always the conviction that has lived 
through all this that writes about; that making 
you see and hear and smell his own experiences. And 
there great deal compassion for people the writ- 
ing this book, and appreciation the simple decencies 
man-to-man relationships. writing, seems, 
nostalgically, about way life admires and regrets 
has almost past. The book illustrated with many 
drawings the author which, this reader, seemed 
just right for the text. The Bubbling Spring little too 
mature for the ten-to-sixteen age group; but adults will 
find pleasant, not absorbing, chair-adventuring. 


Schauinger, Herman. William Gaston, Carolinian. 
Bruce. June 1949. 242p. $3.25. 


Southern Federalist, Catholic judge North Carolina 
whose Constitution stipulated that office holders must 
not “deny the truth the Protestant religion”, defender 
Negro rights, Georgetown’s first student and dis- 
tinguished graduate Princeton, member Congress 
who could easily have built national reputation had 
not chosen raise family and serve his native state, 
close friend Charleston’s apostolic bishop, John Eng- 
land, William Gaston figure whom biographers have 
ignored until now. Yet, Dr. Shauinger brings out, 
Gaston was important person the early decades 
the nineteenth century. Legislators and jurists sought his 
opinion constitutional and parliamentary questions. 
One his fellow judges said that Marshall followed his 
thought, although perhaps unconsciously, and Webster 
“did not hesitate ask him ‘to run your eye over this 
... and its view the constitutional question wrong, 
just tell old friend that has fallen into error’.” (p. 
156) judge was devoted human rights, e.g., 
deciding free the Negro Will who had killed white 
overseer self-defense. Upon the death Marshall 
1835 many editors and others urged his appointment 
the Supreme Court; Jackson’s political debt Taney 
brought the latter’s choice. few years later Gaston was 
the choice the North Carolina legislature for the United 
States Senate which nomination refused. 1844 
died, leaving record integrity and service rarely 
surpassed. While this life may appeal more students 
government and law than others excellent reading 
for any person interested either American history 
the life Catholic who has been too little recognized 
this time. The transfer all notes and other 
extraneous material the ends each chapter 
worthwhile device making for smooth reading. 


Brace, Gerald Warner. Summer’s Tale. Norton. 


June 1949. $3.00. 


brief encounter pier Camden, Maine, was An- 
thony Wyatt’s first meeting with the Marquis family. 
Weeks later, strange storm, his sloop was driven 
the rocks lying off uncharted island the Gulf 
Maine. was the first day August when woke 
the beach and found June Marquis kneeling beside 
him. 

Then commenced heavy adventure. discovered the 
island, named for August, one officially held non- 


Shauinger Brace Beebe 


Best 


existent the United States and Canada. The 
family ruled over its destinies, for Theodore Marquis 
the rightful Bourbon contender the throne 
While the Marquis lived Boston much the 
most the islanders ignored the “main”. And the 
itself was secure from all disturbance because 
months except August was protected fog 
from invasion. 


Into this idyllic world, where Anthony played tennis 
Olympians, and talked philosophy and good sense with} 
spiritual descendants the Greeks, came the threat off 
disaster the shape American naval practice. And 
threat the inner peace the land was apparent 
neo-fascist plot Lowell, one the Marquis brothers| 
and his visitors from the States. Such plot there 
concerned with the frustration these two threats and| 
the ensuing marriage Anthony and June. 


more than just its island setting, this 
postulates rare and fine appreciation life its 
tagonists. The ease and unwrenched flow writing give 
credence the minds and manners the characters. 
the hands only very few could slight 
with blending the improbable, the ideal, and the 
dreamlike, come off well. But the hands 
author, happens with skill that delight 
the eye the reader. 


Summer’s Tale refreshingly free from strained fus 
and overwriting. The impression certain that the 
thor enjoyed the making his book. successful 
that the wit, the sense, the wisdom, and the lighthearted. 
ness attributed variously the figures the story 
actually realized. 


The overtones meaning are expertly played down 
this work. The net result like billowing 
silk, deceptively light and satisfactorily strong. 


For all the difference matter and purpose from The} 
Garretson Chronicle, Summer’s Tale is, its 
even better done than the author’s last 


Clinton Maguire, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Beebe, William. High Jungle. Duell, Sloan 
Pearce. May 20, 1949. 379p. $4.50. 


What might have been engrossing account investi 
gations and observations jungle fauna and flora 
strange “cloud forest” the mountains Venezuela, 
been, unfortunately, overwritten Doctor Beebe, that] 
one has wade through great deal oddly coy 
annoyingly garrulous verbiage, get the significant and 
intriguing bits. Reading the book almost like 
jungle adventure itself; takes mental machete hack 
way through the good old Doctor’s flying 
and lush green lucubrations. sure that 
Beebe did not intend sound silly and 
when gets around drawing philosophical 
tions. has probably been taking too many talk 
Women’s Clubs and Amateur Botanist Circles. 


* 


nocturnal habits moths, the feeding etiquette 
tises, and forth will more properly appreciated 
scientists the papers published journals listed 
Appendix Like good scientist, the Doctor has als 
given his book index, you can find what you art 
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for without having through the whole thing. 
have enjoyed other books Doctor Beebe; but unfor- 
tunately was, perhaps, not the mood for this. 


* 


Radin, Max. Master. Univ. North 
Carolina. Apr. 135p. $2.75. 


through soup you can see blue flowers the bottom 


dish, through these pages you may perceive dimly once 


again great ancient figures walking like silent casual ghosts. 


Mr. Radin climbs into his time-tower, takes back 


across the roofs centuries and lands the thickly 
crowded Rome Brutus, Caesar, Cicero, and Titus Pom- 
ponius Atticus. 


The last, officially known Quintus Caecilius, did not 
raphers know of; Mr. Radin writes one for him. This 
attempt reconstruct ancient period has been done 
thousand times before for several reasons. 
flashes back and walk with him down haunted 
vast arcades with lonely feet; philosopher sits under 
stoa; priest makes listen those great ancient 
voices dying like thunder back far hills; but wonder 
what Mr. Radin’s reason is. 


The title suggests that might fly across soaring ranges 
philosophy and sit with student Epicurus who has 
something interesting say about his master, the famous 
seeker the wise man; but expect this, are dis- 
appointed. There little Epicurus. true its 
content the title this book should have been something 
with political connotations. 


Brutus, Mark Anthony, Cato, Nepos, Julius Caesar, Cicero 
and many others are names major figures often recur- 
ting this fake diary and give air reality and 
fact. They also make interesting. But hundred other 
names minor, less known figures slow down the account 
and the plodding reader has make constant references 
index the back the book find out who 
pulling whose leg. addition this thick crowd 
unfamiliar people the reader (if has managed plod 
this far) gets both barrels; Mr. Radin further stuffs 
the 135 pages his book with about twenty other names, 
long shoelace, fictitious characters—messengers, 
slaves, freedmen, harp players, fops, spendthrifts and 
wandering thaumaturgs. The reader this time knows 


what feels like give the ghost, sidetracked 
into private and senseless considerations. 


Radin Index 


The book further weighed down many cumbersome 
sentences. imaginary diary Roman who 
thought that his ability with the sword was just good 
Cicero’s, falls flat; however, Mr. Radin does 
know his period thoroughly and will reward you with 
little tidbits insight into the private lives some 
the great men this period. 

John Vournakes, 

University Scranton’ 


INDEX THIS VOLUME 


(For index previous issues, see May 15th issue, 35, 
and July Ist issue, 63) 


Beebe, High Jungle, 80. Aug. 15, 1949. IIb 
Bonnet, The Mudlark, 76. Aug. 15, 1949. 
Brace, Summer’s Tale, 80. Aug. 15, 1949. 
Brooker, The Robber, 65. July 15, 1949. IIb 
Let Love Come Last, 69. Aug. 1949. 
Cozzens, Guard Honor, 73. Aug. 1949. 


Fabian, Cardinal Mindszerity; the Story Modern 
Martyr, 71. Aug. 1949. 

Hale, After the Storm, 66. July 15, 1949. IIb 

Rest and Thankful, 75. Aug. 15, 

Maynard, Henry VIII, 67. July 15, 1949. 

O’Faolain, The Irish, 66. July 15, 1949. 

O’Hara, Rage Live, Aug. 15, 1949. IIb 

The Mature Mind, 78. Aug. 15, 1949. 

Pegis, The Wisdom Catholicism, 76. Aug. 15, 
1949. Ila 

Powers, Wall High, 67. July 15, 1949. IIb 

Radin, Epicurus Master, 81. Aug. 15, 1949. IIb 

Santee, The Bubbling Spring, 79. Aug. 15. 1949. IIb 

Shauinger, Gaston, Carolinian, 80. Aug. 
15, 1949. 

Sheean, Lead, Kindly Light, 78. Aug. 15, 1949. 

Sinclair, Shepherd, Speak!, 70. Aug. 1949. 

Smith, Lamp Bright, 73. Aug. 1949. 

Steen, Twilight the Floods, 70. Aug. 1949. 
IIb 

Street, Tomorrow Reap, 66. July 15, 1949. IIb 

Utley, The High Cost Vengeance, 73. Aug. 

Williams, Fraternity Village, 72. Aug. 1949. 

Yerby, Pride’s Castle, 67. July 15, 1949. 


> 
| 
j | 
q 


THE INDEX CATHOLIC PAMPHLETS 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Included the four volumes, which 
the latest has just been published, are 4,310 
pamphlets Catholic authorship, largely 
still print, annotated and indexed au- 
thor, subject, title and series (e.g., Catholic 
Hour each calendar for 
use the rack-tender changing titles 
according season. Contents and prices: 


Volume One (1937). Indexes 1,500 
titles. 128p. Published $1.25; 


now cents. 


Volume Two (1942). 
titles. 


Volume Three (1946). Indexes 730 
titles and includes history cur- 
rent pamphlet publishing and 


Indexes 1,233 


guide pamphlet filing. 
$1.25. 
Volume Four (1948). Indexes 860 


titles. Histories foreign pub- 
lishers. 96p. $1.25. 


Special price for the four volumes, 


411 pages, $3.50 


Previous Volumes Recommended by: 
The Catholic Booklist 
Catholic Books for College Libraries 


Catholic Supplement, Standard Catalog 
for High School Libraries 


and reviewers the Catholic School 
Journal, Catholic World, Sign, etc. 


Order from: 


EUGENE WILLGING 
513 WEBSTER STREET. 
WASHINGTON 
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THE INDEX CATHOLIC 
PAMPHLETS THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
WILLGING, Director 
Catholic University Library 


From the Editor the Question Box, 
Extension Magazine 

“The Index Catholic Pamphlets has 
been incalculable help the work the 
Question Box. Any number questions 
are submitted which cannot satisfactorily 
answered within the limits letter and 
can well answered pamphlet. can 
recommend one more pamphlets from 
your listing, stating the price and address 
the publisher. Pamphlets have the advan- 
tages treating specific topic, low cost 
and ready availability through the mails.” 


Rev. William Dunne, Palos Park, 
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